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Going for goal ... men's teams play netball during a competltlon nlqht a‘! lecombe. Phote: Brendan m

There is no skirting it, men love netball

Clare Barnes

ITIS Australia’s most popular
team sport for women, but now
men’s netball is catching on.

The number of men playing
the sportin NSW has doubled
over the past two years, with
almost 80 per cent of players
new arrivalsto the game.

“I've been surprised with
how muchmomentum the
men's game has picked upin
recent years,” said Darren Kelly,
the president of Men's and

Mixed Negball NSW. “There’s
plenty of new faces coming
throughand we'vehad to
increase the number of teams
for next year's competition.”

Mr Kelly said there axe about
5000 men playingnetball across
Australia, which is double the
number three years ago.

Part of reason for the jump in
numbers is the changing social
expectations and awareness
about men in the sport.

“When I first started playing
igal@86 people would ask meif1

wear a skirt, butit’s completely
different now,” Mr Kelly said.

The captain of the NSW
men'sopen team, Daniel Som-
mer, said the growing popular-
itywasalso linked tothe
avaxlabihty of mixed teams.

“Manyguys start playing

because they get dragged along
to games with their girlfriends
and friends and then realise
they can play competitively in
the men'steams.”

Despite not having the same
numbers as the women's Conas

. .oppomnty to travel mter-

petition, Mr Kelly said the men’s
league is just as competitive as
its female counterpart. “We'd
give the Swifts arunfor their
money.

“I'think many people are
genuinely surprised with how
skillful the men’s gameis, it'sa
real spectacle towatch,” he

. &aid. “It’s faster, more aerial

and more athletic, but admit-
tedlywe do have some sixand
seven-foot players,”

The sport also provides the
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state, leaving many players
with “PND”.

“It’s called post nationals
depression, the come down
after being away with team-
mates,” Mr Kelly said.

The association is hoping
the growing numbers will draw
funding from the state govern-
ment, which only supports the
women’s game. “It's all self-
fundedso evenwhenIrepres-
entAustralia overseasit's all
outof my own pocket,” Mr
Sommer said. )
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